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resh off a dominating performance at the 2015 1:10

ROAR Off-Road Nationals, we sat down with now

21-time National Champion Ryan Cavalieri to talk about
event prep and strategy. We will also take a look inside the vehicles
he drove, setups he used, and even a few tips from the champ.

PREPARATION

What is your routine to prep for a National where you are running 4 classes?
| prepare months in advance and try to get in as much practice as | can. | like to arrive
100% prepared. When we fly to a race, | will rebuild my shocks due to the pressure
change from flight. Other than that it’s about prepping the tire that is necessary for the
track and the rest is just driving.

What is your tire preparation procedure?

For slicks, we need to trim the center bead of the tire so | use a dremel and just
sand them down in the middle to get it flush with the rest of the tire. Then | punch
2 holes on the inside wall of the tire, clean the gluing surface of the tire with
Windex and mount them up with CA.

When we fly to a race, I will
rebuild my shocks due to the
pressure change from flight. ’ ’

APPROACH TO THE EVENT

When racing on such high bite tracks, how do you feel your
driving style changes? Or does it change?

It didn’t change much, | just had to work on a couple spots of the track
that were a little tricky but other than that, it was just about practice
and working on trying to figure out how much | could push it to stay
out front.

What type of differential do you prefer to run ball or gear?
| run a little of both. For this event | ran gear diffs in both buggies
and a ball diff in the SC5M and T5M.

And why? | just felt more comfortable with the ball

diffs in the trucks and didn’t want to change to the

gear diff where | would also need to make other

adjustments to the trucks to accommodate the

change. Plus my speed was good enough that |

didn’t need to change.

When setting up your car between rounds what

do you check over?

| just basically cleaned the cars between races. | didn’t do
much wrenching on the cars between rounds as | could have
but, that comes with showing up to the event prepared.

FUN FACT:
Ryan has completed

the ROAR Nationals
Sweep 3 times



http://www.rc10.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ryan-Cavalieri/730501840303086?fref=ts
http://www.teamassociated.com/parts/details/91421/
http://www.teamassociated.com/parts/details/91461/
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VEHICLE QUESTIONS

How do you choose a body style to run on certain

track conditions?

We have done a lot of testing so | pretty much knew what the best
bodies where. | changed the wing on my 2wd a couple times and |
am not sure which one is the best, | ended up just going with what

| thought was the best. We then ended up putting the front wing on
the 2wd. We knew we were going to run the wing based on previous
testing it was just a matter of when was | going to put it on. We also
ended up using the stock clear AE rear wing which seemed to work
best for this track.

Why are you using a front wing on the B5M?

| tested the front wing before the shootout race and | am surprised
nobody took a picture of it then because my car was so fast. |
decided not to run it however. The track was changing a bunch
throughout the week and the front grip it provided wasn’t necessary.
For the Nationals we busted out the front wing after a few rounds

of practice. We stuck with it because it helped make the car corner
quicker and kept the nose down under acceleration.

Do you run a 3-gear transmission in all your mid

motor cars?

Yes, it helps a lot with keeping the cars planted in the corners
allowing for more corner speed, the cars don’t want to flip as easy,
and they can be driven harder. It also helps with jumping, if the jumps
are a little chewed out, it helps keep the nose down in the air.

Do you prefer slower motors with high C rating battery or
fast motors with lower C rating and if so why.

| don’t really tune much with the motors, | pretty much run the same
wind in all my cars. | really only adjust the timing if | need a little more
or less. We get new batteries at

the beginning of the year and

run those, not much tuning via

the c rating.

Which one of your four cars
was the best and why?

My B44.3 was the best of my
cars. | threw it down the first
time and it was pretty much
dialed. It was pretty good at the
Cactus so | duplicated the car
and it was probably even better
than it was at the cactus. All my
other cars were pretty good.

FUN FACT:
Ryan has won the Mod SC
class 3 years in a row

‘ ‘ My B44.3 was the best of my cars.
I threw it down the first time and it

was pretty much dialed. ’ ’



http://www.rc10.com
http://www.teamassociated.com/news/latest_products/1479-NEW_3-Gear_Transmission_for_the_B5M
http://www.teamassociated.com/parts/details/91471-ASC91471-wing_clear_b5_b5m_/
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THE SWEEP

At what point did you think sweeping the

Nats was a possibility?

Probably after the first set of mains, | had everything
going in the right direction and it seemed like the
others were struggling a little bit to get up to the race-
pace. In 4 wheel | got passed by Dakotah (Phend), then
he bobbled and | got into him and fell back to 4* which
was the lowest | was all weekend. | ended up fighting
back to the lead and taking the win. Once | got that win
| think it showed me that | could do it because | was a
lot quicker than the rest of the field.

@ Click here to check out the 4wd video

After sweeping all of the first A mains,

was the pressure off?

| didn’t really feel that much pressure because the first mains went so good. | was feeling it,
things were going in my direction so | just took advantage of it. The second set of mains were
really good for me, the only one that was close was 2wd. By the end of it, second place was
within a second and that’s really as close as anybody was for that round.

How do you remain focused for the event having already won the first two titles?
| just kept my excitement of winning the first of the 4 titles to myself until all was said and done. | didn’t
really show any emotion at all because | didn’t want that to get anybody fired up to push harder.

In which class did you feel the most pressured to win?

| would say 2wd, it’s the car we run the most, we work the most on it. 4wd was pretty good because | was
pushed by Dakotah the entire weekend and | had an answer for him each time he pushed the envelope.
We qualified pretty close and raced each other hard in every main. Stadium truck was good because he
(Dakotah) beat me last year and | thought | was a little quicker. This year he was maybe a little quicker just
wasn’t as consistent. The short course was great because it was my 3 one in a row and the first for the

SC5M, which was good because it kept the streak alive. @ Click here to check out the 2wd video

The short course win was great
because it was my 3™ one in a
row and the first for the SC5M



http://www.rc10.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CfiYdB6WnUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6nz4uWzgzk
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TRACK SURFACE
What did you think of the layout?
| actually thought the layout was pretty good, it was a lot better than the Cactus. | still think it needs to be
a little more race friendly where you can pass. Everything was really tight, it was really hard to drive with
someone and with that much traction you are kind of on the edge any ways. | think they (HobbyTown)
did a good job with the track. That type of dirt is really hard to work with, to get it smooth, and | think
they did the best they could.

Do you enjoy racing on slicks?

| really don’t care what we race on, | mean, it’s not something that you probably want to race on every
weekend but, it’s nice when you are out front because it’s really hard for people to pass you. Last year’s
national track had lots of room for passing which is good if you need to make a pass. It’s not my favorite
but, it’s a bit easier because you don’t have to worry about traction.

At any point, did you drive as fast or as hard as you could?

| drove 100% in 4wd, | think it was the third round of qualifying, Dakotah and | were so close that
| drove it 100% because | wanted that TQ. He had the speed to take the TQ and | knew if he did
he would get some momentum and | didn’t want that. In the 4wd main when | was bumped back
to 4™, | remember | was behind Maifield (Ryan) and | got him to make a little mistake and | got
around him, then | was able to back it down. 2wd | never really had to drive 100%. | could, but |
felt that my pace was good so | didn’t need to. In SC truck | pushed in the beginning to build a
cushion and then was able to cruise. It’s hard to make up time in that class.

Did you ever take any risks during the event?

At the end of the straight | risked it a lot, | was carrying a lot of momentum. | ended up putting
a little bit stiffer foam in the rear tire and that helped me carry more speed and the car wouldn’t
want to flip as easy. | knew that if | could push my car there, | would make up time.

‘ ‘ In 2wd I never really had to drive
100%. I could, but I felt that my pace

was good so I didn’t need to. ’ ’

FINAL THOUGHTS

These are the first National Titles for the “5” platform
vehicles and you won three of them. What does that mean
to you?

It means a lot, BSM probably means the most because everyone at
Associated has put in so much time and effort with the B5M to get it
where it’s at today. I’m sure the consumer is saying the same thing,
the car is amazing to drive. The SC5 was awesome, second time
out, 2 wins. | knew the truck was going to be good but, | couldn’t
believe it was as good as it was. All my cars were good and it feels
good to win with all of them.

Does sweeping the Nats give you some added confidence
for the upcoming worlds in Japan?

| think we are looking pretty good heading into the worlds. | feel like
the team and | have a good shot. As long as | feel that way, | think |
will be right there.

‘ ‘ She is bone
stock. ’ ’



http://www.rc10.com
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Cavalieri
RC10B5M
Set-up

RYAN'S TECH TIP:
RC10B5M - | thought my rear wing on the 2wd was a little flat so | put a 2mm

shim under the lower wing mount screw where it mounts to the tower to get more
angle. It’s just like running the wing shim but, this allowed me to lower my CG
and get the wing angle | wanted. | also clip the wing bottom off and drill a hole so

| can screw the wing down instead of using body clips.



http://www.rc10.com
http://www.teamassociated.com/cars_and_trucks/RC10B5M/Team/
http://www.teamassociated.com/cars_and_trucks/RC10B5M/Team/
http://www.teamassociated.com/pdf/cars_and_trucks/RC10B5M/setup_sheets/B5M_2015_Cavalieri_ROAR.pdf
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Cavalieri
RC10B44.3
Set-up

RYAN'S TECH TIP:
RC10B44.3 - On the outside of the front arm, |
removed the outer hinge pin and drilled out the arm
and caster block replaced it with an m3x30mm button
head screw with a metric nut. This tightened up the
front of the car. | leave the nut a little loose so it kind
of spins so the caster block is still free.



http://www.rc10.com
http://www.teamassociated.com/parts/details/31550-ASC31550-aluminum_locknuts_m3/
http://www.teamassociated.com/parts/details/91478-ASC91478-screws_m3_x_0_5_x_30_bhcs/
http://www.teamassociated.com/cars_and_trucks/B44.3/Factory_Team/
http://www.teamassociated.com/cars_and_trucks/B44.3/Factory_Team/
http://www.teamassociated.com/pdf/cars_and_trucks/B44.3/setup_sheets/B44_3_2015_Cavalieri_ROAR.pdf
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Cavalieri
RC10T56M
Set-up

RYAN'S TECH TIP:

RC10T5M - She is bone stock. | do run
an up travel limiter on the rear shocks
to keep the dog bones from rubbing the
outdrives which | believe scrubs speed.



http://www.rc10.com
http://www.teamassociated.com/parts/details/4187-ASC4187-nylon_spacers_1_32_030_/
http://www.teamassociated.com/cars_and_trucks/RC10T5M/Team/
http://www.teamassociated.com/cars_and_trucks/RC10T5M/Team/
http://www.teamassociated.com/pdf/cars_and_trucks/RC10T5M/setup_sheets/T5M_2015_Cavalieri_ROAR.pdf
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Cavalieri
RC10SC5M
Set-up

FUN FACT:
Team Associated is
undefeated in the

SC Mod class
(SC10: 2009-2014 /
SC5M: 2015)

RYAN'S TECH TIP:

RC10SC5M = | run the body so the posts have one hole showing on the
bottom. | ran it with 2 holes showing before but, it seemed to be dragging
the face of the jumps. | am not sure if it was the tires rubbing the body but,
raising the body a little seemed to help a lot, my jumping was much better.

CONGRATULATIONS
o win a National title is hard enough, to win 2 titles would be considered a
I great weekend and 3 wins is beyond normal expectations. Winning 4 National
titles in a day, along with TQ’ing each of those modified classes and not losing
a single main event is legendary. Congratulations to Ryan Cavalieri on a dominating
performance at the 2015 ROAR 1:10 Off-Road Nationals. Ryan now sets his sights on the
2015 IFMAR World Championships that will be held in Japan Oct. 3rd-10th, 2015.
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27 TIME WORLD CHAMPIONS
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http://www.teamassociated.com/cars_and_trucks/RC10SC5M/Team/
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http://www.teamassociated.com/cars_and_trucks/RC10SC5M/Team/
http://www.teamassociated.com/pdf/cars_and_trucks/RC10SC5M/setup_sheets/SC5M_2015_Cavalieri_ROAR.pdf

